
GPNA Committee Meeting 10th July 2019, 19.30 at GPCC

Present: Cathy Priestley, Steven Meldrum, Claudia Birtwisle, Denise Gilholme, Sean Hood, Gemma 
Nesbitt, Nikky Jane, Ian Herring

Apologies: Ruth Hewett, Kirsty Martin, Michael Forster, Paul Cross, Chris Gregg

1 Officers and Committee Roles

A number of residents who expressed na interest last year at the opening meeting have not engaged so 
have effectively resigned.

This leaves active members as:

Steven Meldrum
Cathy Priestley
Ian Herring
Claudia Birtwisle
Chris Marsden
Paul Cross
Michael Forster
Chris Gregg
Denise Gilholme
Gemma Nesbitt
Nikky Jane
Sean Hood – co-opted for IT and communications role
Ruth Hewett M&WW RA
Kirsty Martin Greenside RA

This is the maximum number our constitution allows (unless we vote to change it), but should 
effectively spread the workload. We also had an offer of ad hoc help from Andy Harrison, as a result of 
our adverts for members. 

Sarah Maluila has resigned from the group – we are grateful for the contribution she has made to the 
group. She has helped us think about who we are and what we do.

Officer Roles: 

Cathy has resigned as Chair but is willing to continue as a member to ensure a smooth transition.

Ian Herring is willing to continue as treasurer

It was agreed that Steven and Denise will co-chair the group and Cathy will give them a briefing about 
past events, together with all the documents she has.

The position of secretary is to be decided. Cathy has prepared these notes and is willing to keep 
minutes when in attendance on a temporary basis.



2) IT and communications

Sean Hood was welcomed and thanked for his offer to contribute by designing a new web site for 
GPNA. It was agreed that he would migrate as much as possible from the existing site into a new look 
WordPress site which would give us the appearance and functionality GPNA needs. It will also include 
the facility for other members to add content where appropriate. Sean will do this work on the current 
hosting package as his contribution to the community. The only additional cost may be for a one off 
piece of graphic design work which he can commission for GPNA quite cheaply from his contacts. It 
was agreed Sean will become the domain owner and also take over the hosting account. Cathy to action
as she currently has these, and also to give Sean the log in details so he can do the work.

Sean will circulate suggestions for “look and feel “ to the group for people to choose what they like 
best, and also logo design work from his contact when available.

3) Quarterly Update

The notes Steven and Cathy prepared after the quarterly update meeting on 9th July were shared with 
the group, and are attached to these minutes. 

A number of additional questions were raised as the points were discussed – it is clear we need to 
develop a process to feed these in to the next meeting unless they are urgent. 

Service charge: Acknowledged that this is a very complex matter.
Hornets are developing a legal challenge nationally, but have an idea which could help to enforce better
standards of behaviour from the builders who own the mancos. here on the GP.
GPAP – crowd funding continues to enable legal advice to be taken with regard to the service charge
and delivery of promised infrastructure.

Road Safety:
This remains problematic with speeding continuing.
Denise suggested that speeding could be logged via 101.

Actions to be taken by committee members.

Steven to  contact  Olly Thompson re  the new playpark concerning the  quality  of  bark chippings  /
sawdust that has been used. Also to ask if the park is to be enclosed with fencing with gates – this
prevents dogs entering the playpark.

Cathy to continue to liaise with Sean concerning our IT.

Steven to contact Sean re BGVRA minutes and can they be uploaded onto our new website.  This needs
to be done to ensure that  we are clear  with residents  about  all  that  has occurred in  the past  with
previous RA’s.

Steven to email all committee members via one email to ensure that the distribution list is accurate.



4 Legal Case

Cathy outlined the principle of the case which Edwin Coe have prepared. It is on the basis of asking the
courts to make a declaration which would include rights and responsibilities of both parties (residents 
and builders) so that the builders behave themselves properly and in accordance with agreements in 
residents deeds. They advocate this approach, as like it or not, residents will have an ongoing 
relationship with the builders. In any event, suing for financial damages can be tricky – how do you 
even quantify them??  They have done the preliminary leg work on this pro bono and are ready to take 
forward a case if residents support it. Fundraising would include after the event insurance, and would 
be a fixed sum.  Cathy to liaise with Edwin Coe to produce a pitch to residents which includes a figure 
for the fundraising so we know more exactly what we are asking people to do and what it will achieve 
for them.  

All agreed (as we have done previous) that we want the consortium to deliver the infrastructure that 
they have said they will deliver and run the mancos. fairly and in accordance with our TP1s.  Would 
residents support further crowd funding for a court case?  There was some concern that residents had 
already been asked for money by GPAG, but it is looking likely the target may not be reached -concern 
expressed about asking them for more money, however this is for taking forward a fully worked up 
case, not just an opinion on whether there is a case or not. Agreed need to present the option to 
residents for them to decide.

5 Date and Time of Next Meeting TBA

The meeting concluded just after 21.00 


